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Maya Totman, a worker with Florida Keys Wildlife
Rescue, hopes to keep oil from the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill from mixing with the garbage because of the
deadly impact it could have on the local wildlife.
Miami Herald / MCT / Landov

A small island in the middle of a big ocean, Key West
has always made a virtue of its isolation. In 1982, for
example, an onerous Border Patrol checkpoint on US 1,
which links the Keys to mainland Florida, caused the
island to declare itself the autonomous Conch Republic.
This Republic was, of course, mostly a joke ("We
Seceded Where Others Failed" was its E Pluribus
Unum), but the mayor's declaration of independence
did include a twinge of real anger and a vow that "we

have no intention of suffering in the future at the hands of fools
and bureaucrats."

Now, facing the possibility that oil from the Deepwater Horizon
spill could arrive on its reefs and beaches in the coming weeks,
many in the Florida Keys are once again angry about perceived
"fools and bureaucrats." In particular, they've watched how BP
has monopolized and, in the eyes of many, mismanaged the oil
cleanup in the northern Gulf of Mexico, and are frantically trying
to organize an independent local response.
(See pictures of the Gulf oil spill.)

"We cannot wait, we have to be prepared," says Dan Robey,
whose website Keysspill.com has gathered a list of 4,000
volunteers, including 300 boat captains, who have offered to help

Most Popular » Full List »

MOST READ MOST EMAILED

1. Arizona's Next Immigration Target: Children of
Illegals

2. New Health Reform Campaign Puts Dem
Candidates in a Tough Spot

3. How Gay Days Made a Home at Disney World

4. How the Financial Crisis Has Undermined U.S.
Power

5. With No More Big 12, What Would Happen to
Kansas?

6. Box Office Weekend: Karate Kid Whups A-
Team

7. Can Obama Regain the Backing of Big Business?

8. Why the BP Spill Won't Mean Twilight for Big
Oil

9. Frequent Flyer Seats: Sorry, All Full

10. Modern Day Slavery On Washington's Embassy
Row?

  MORE

Recommendations

You need to be logged into Facebook to see
your friends' recommendations

Arizona's Next Immigration Target:
Children of Illegals
7502 people shared this.

Exclusive: The Harry Potter Theme Park -
Photo Essays
2762 people shared this.

Kids with Lesbian Parents May Do Better

NEWSLETTERS

ADD TIME NEWS

Like You like thisBe the first of your friends to like
this. · Admin Page · Error Unlike

http://www.time.com/time/
http://www.time.com/time/nation
http://www.time.com/time/nation
http://www.time.com/time/politics
http://www.time.com/time/world
http://www.time.com/time/business
http://techland.com/
http://www.time.com/time/health
http://www.time.com/time/arts/
http://www.time.com/time/travel
http://www.time.com/time/10questions
http://www.time.com/time/photoessays
http://www.time.com/time/video/
http://www.time.com/time/specials
http://www.time.com/time/magazine
http://newsfeed.time.com/
http://ecocentric.blogs.time.com/2010/06/14/obama-gets-tougher-on-bp/
http://ecocentric.blogs.time.com/2010/06/14/obama-gets-tougher-on-bp/
http://ecocentric.blogs.time.com/2010/06/14/obama-gets-tougher-on-bp/
http://www.time.com/time/video/player/0,32068,91101495001_1995883,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/video/player/0,32068,91101495001_1995883,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/video/player/0,32068,91101495001_1995883,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1995759,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1995759,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1995759,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1992275,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1992275,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1992275,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1985197,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1985197,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1985197,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1985197,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1990171,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1990171,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1990171,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1986102,00.html?iid=sphere-inline-sidebar
http://www.time.com/time
http://www.cnn.com/
http://app.time.com/
http://app.time.com/
https://subs.timeinc.net/CampaignHandler/td_nb?source_id=56
https://subs.timeinc.net/CampaignHandler/td_ev_holiday09?source_id=1
http://www.time.com/time/nation
http://thepage.time.com/
http://www.time.com/time/politics
http://swampland.blogs.time.com/
http://www.time.com/time/detroit
http://detroit.blogs.time.com/
http://realclearpolitics.blogs.time.com/
http://www.time.com/time/politics/whitehouse/photos
http://www.time.com/time/video/search/0,32112,,00.html?cmd=tags&q=U%2ES%2E
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39b9/0/0/%2a/g;219958573;0-0;1;49463769;15476-146/40;34420903/34438781/1;;~okv=;rsseg=70104;rsseg=70068;qc=d;qc=t;qc=575;qc=580;qc=446;qc=292;qc=253;qc=242;~aopt=2/0/2e/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://subs.timeinc.net/CampaignHandler/td_nb2?source_id=2

http://www.time.com/time/letters/email_letter.html
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1380205711/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1380205711/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1380205711/
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1985277,00.html
http://www.keysspill.com/
http://www.time.com/time/most_popular
http://www.time.com/time/most_popular
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996064,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996064,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/politics/article/0,8599,1996363,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/politics/article/0,8599,1996363,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1995839,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1995884,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1995884,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996292,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996292,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/arts/article/0,8599,1996325,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/arts/article/0,8599,1996325,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/arts/article/0,8599,1996325,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/arts/article/0,8599,1996325,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/arts/article/0,8599,1996325,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/politics/article/0,8599,1996350,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1995620,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1995620,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1995592,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996402,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996402,00.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39b9/0/0/%2a/p;222982038;0-0;1;49463767;21-88/31;37107753/37125631/1;;~okv=;rsseg=70104;rsseg=70068;qc=d;qc=t;qc=575;qc=580;qc=446;qc=292;qc=253;qc=242;~aopt=2/0/2e/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.takemefishing.org/?utm_source=TIME&utm_medium=336x280&utm_term=MostPopularSearch&utm_campaign=Logo
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1996441,00.html
http://pathfinder.com/r0/venue/partner/out?/cgi-bin/mail/mailurl2friend.cgi?path=/time/emailFriend&url=http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996441-1,00.html?artId=1996441?contType=article?chn=us&group=time&title=Bracing+for+Spill%2C+Florida+Keys%27+Residents+Plan+Their+Own+Cleanup+%2D+TIME
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Etime%2Ecom%2Ftime%2Fnation%2Farticle%2F0%2C8599%2C1996441%2C00%2Ehtml&title=Bracing%20for%20Spill%2C%20Florida%20Keys%27%20Residents%20Plan%20Their%20Own%20Cleanup&bodytext=After%20watching%20BP%20monopolize%20%2D%2D%20and%20mismanage%20%2D%2D%20the%20oil%20cleanup%2C%20concerned%20citizens%20in%20the%20Keys%20are%20organizing%20their%20own%20response
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996441,00.html&t=Bracing%20for%20Spill%2C%20Florida%20Keys%27%20Residents%20Plan%20Their%20Own%20Cleanup
http://buzz.yahoo.com/buzz?publisherurn=time&guid=http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996441,00.html&targetUrl=
http://twitter.com/home?status=reading from @time Bracing for Spill, Florida Keys' Residents Plan Their Own Cleanup http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996441,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996064,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996064,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1995792,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1995792,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1994480,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996064,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1995792,00.html
http://ebm.cheetahmail.com/r/regf2?a=0&aid=1078532063&n=1&TIME_SOURCE=header_tout
http://ebm.cheetahmail.com/r/regf2?a=0&aid=1078532063&n=1&TIME_SOURCE=header_tout

http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?api_key=53177223193&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.fbcdn.net%2Fconnect%2Fxd_proxy.php%23%3F%3D%26cb%3Df19072c15a33b48%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.time.com%252Ff22c36dbf21b78c%26relation%3Dparent.parent%26transport%3Dflash&colorscheme=none&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.time.com%2Ftime%2Fnation%2Farticle%2F0%2C8599%2C1996441%2C00.html&layout=standard&locale=en_US&node_type=1&sdk=joey&show_faces=true&width=307?AcrobatWebCapTID2#


Bracing for Spill, Florida Keys' Residents Plan Their Own Cleanup - TIME

http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1996441-1,00.html[6/14/2010 5:19:21 PM]

Mexico a Disaster

  Buy a link here  

Sponsored Links

Successful People
Network
Affluent, wealthy people
seeking elitist
companionship.
www.intuitusociety.com

NEWS: iPads for
$23.74?
Special Report: Apple
iPads are being
auctioned for an
incredible 80% off!
www.QuiBids.com

More on
TIME.com

World Cup
2010

Top 10
Endurance
Competitions

Top 10 Movie
Franchises
That Won't
Die

before and after any potential arrival of oil. As Patrick Rice, the
Dean of Marine Science and Technology at Florida Keys
Community College, put it: "We will not allow the inept
responses that have been happening up north to happen here."

But there's a problem with their plans for grassroots activism: BP
(and the Deepwater Horizon's Unified Command that it runs
with the Coast Guard and other agencies) has so far insisted on
complete control of its cleanup operations. A BP spokesman told
TIME that the only appropriate way for interested boat captains
to become involved would be to register with the Unified
Command's Vessels of Opportunity program. Never mind that
according to BP's own numbers, only a third of the 7,200 boats
"under contract" through the program are in active service.
Robey says captains in the Keys haven't even been able to
register. "It's a joke, a total joke," he says. "Our people have
called them for over a month, they don't return phone calls."
(Watch TIME's video "Portraits From the Oil Spill.")

Uncertainty is another complicating factor. Locals want to start
preparing now, even though it's unclear how much oil will arrive
and in what form — sheen, plume, tarball, or all three. And BP
and the Coast Guard won't start really organizing, or funding, a
response yet. "The general feeling is that BP has been reluctant to
support advanced preparation," says Laura Fox, owner of Danger
Charters in Key West. "The Coast Guard's big party line is that
until oil is imminent — within 72 hours — nothing is going to be
done. That's not enough time to protect 180 miles or more of
shoreline we have in the Keys."

So without waiting for protocol, the Keys are making preemptive
strikes. A group called Adopt a Mangrove is assigning kayakers
their own mangroves to clean if oil comes. Volunteers are
monitoring the shore for signs of oil throughout the islands. The
Florida Keys Environmental Coalition formed to connect boat
captains, scientists, environmental activists and various agencies.
Fox coordinated a cleanup of Man Key, a mangrove island west
of Key West (oil is easier to clean off a beach that is in good
condition). "It was all women, actually," she says. "Thirteen
women in kayaks, clenching knives in their teeth, cutting
monofilament fishing line off the mangroves and clearing trash.
We brought out 35 bags of trash off the island."

See 12 people to blame for the oil spill.

See pictures of critters caught in the Gulf oil spill.
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